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SERVICES OF VALUATION OFFICE, INLAND REVENUE 

Availability to Local Authorities in Scotland 



General 

1. When are the services of the district valuer available to local authorities? 
In all cases of land transactions, i.e. acquisitions, appropriations, transfers 
and disposals, by a local authority requiring the approval of a Government 
Department including approval for grant purposes or loan sanction. 

2. When are the district valuer’s services not available? 

When the transaction does not require the approval of any Government 
Department, including approval for grant purposes or loan sanction. 



Acquisitions 

3. Is it necessary for the local authority to have obtained approval of the 
Government Department concerned before application is made to the Chief 
Valuer? 

(a) for housing sites and other acquisitions under the Housing Acts: — No, 
provided any planning permission which may be necessary has been granted 
by the Planning Committee of the local planning authority or by the local 
planning authority (where the authority are not a local planning authority), 

( b ) for all other cases : — Yes, except in the special case referred to in 4. 

4. Are there circumstances under which the local authority may apply to the 
Chief Valuer before the approval of the Government Department concerned is 
obtained? 

Yes, in cases of real urgency, e.g. where the delay in obtaining approval might 
mean losing the property. In such a case, however, the Chief Valuer must be 
advised that approval in principle by the Government Department concerned 
has been obtained or is likely to be obtained. 

5. Can application be made for the district valuer’s services when local authority 
proposals are only tentative? 

Yes, provided there is a bona fide intention to proceed and approval in 
principle has been or is likely to be given by the Government Department 
concerned. 

6. Can application be made for a valuation of alternative properties? 

Yes, if it is to enable the authority to decide which property to acquire — but 
subject of course to what is stated under 5. 

7. What procedure is to be followed by the local authority on applying for the 
district valuer’s services? 

In normal circumstances, i.e. when approval or approval in principle by the 
Government Department concerned, including approval for grant purposes 
or loan sanction, has been obtained, or, in the case of housing sites and other 
acquisitions under the Housing Acts, where any planning permission which 
may be necessary has been granted (see paragraph 3 (a) above), application 
on the prescribed form in duplicate should be made to the Chief Valuer, 
Inland Revenue, 29 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh, 2. 
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8. Are there any variations in procedure in exceptional circumstances? 

Yes— 

(a) In Cases of real urgency where approval or approval in principle by the 
Government Department concerned has been obtained or is likely to be obtained 
or, in the case of housing sites and other acquisitions under the Housing Acts, 
where any planning permission which may be necessary has been granted ( see 
paragraph 3 (a) above) or is likely to be granted. 

The application form may be sent direct to the district valuer concerned and 
at the same time one copy should be sent to the Chief Valuer. 

( b ) In other cases, where approval or approval in principle of the Government 
Department concerned has not been obtained. 

Three copies of the application form should be sent to the Government 
Department concerned for their approval. The Department if they are pre- 
pared to approve or to sponsor the loan application will send two copies of 
the application to the Chief Valuer. 

9. Are the district valuer’s services available for negotiations as well as 
valuations? 

Generally speaking the answer is yes, provided in the case of negotiations 
that he is asked to come in at the outset. When a valuation is asked for under 
a scheme involving a number of properties only one figure is given showing 
the estimated amount of compensation payable for the whole of the proper- 
ties. A separate figure for each property is not given. In any scheme sent for 
negotiation it would be helpful if the local authority’s programme were also 
stated. 

10. What information does the local authority require to give in their 
application to the Chief Valuer or the Government Department? 

(a) Particulars of the scheme for which the property is to be acquired. 

(b) Plans in duplicate when the boundaries of the property are not readily 
identifiable (the district valuer will apply to the local authority when additional 
copies are required). 

(c) Other information pertaining to the property as detailed on the applica- 
tion form. 

Failure to supply the required particulars for any property may mean delay 
in giving the valuation or completing the negotiations. 

11. Is it necessary to send a separate application form for each property? 

No, where there is a scheme of acquisition the application form, in duplicate, 
should be completed under such heads as are applicable generally and a 
schedule, also in duplicate, should he attached containing the particulars 
pertaining to each property. 

12. Should the owner and tenant (if the latter interest is to be acquired) be 
informed in advance by the local authority of an intended acquisition where 
the district valuer has been asked to negotiate? 

Yes. Except where compulsory powers have been exercised or parties are 
otherwise aware of the contemplated acquisition, the local authority should, 
to avoid any grievance, tell parties of their purpose and that the district 
valuer has been asked to endeavour to agree terms. 

13. What does the district valuer’s figure cover? 

(a) In the case of an estimate or valuation the figure will represent the 
probable cost of acquisition on the statutory basis, including severance, 
injurious affection and disturbance (if any). Items for which only an approx- 
imate figure can be given in framing the estimate, such as the unexpended 
balance of established development value and disturbance, will be subject to 
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review on negotiation. In furnishing the estimate the district valuer will 
indicate where appropriate any recoveries which may be claimed by the 
Secretary of State or the Central Land Board as explained in paragraph 24 
of Scottish Home Department Memorandum forming the enclosure to 
Circular No. 8570 of 29th April, 1955. 

( b ) In negotiation, the figure will normally include all elements of com- 
pensation and an indication will be given of any recoveries as in (a). 

Appropriations and Transfers 

14. Are the district valuer’s services available to advise as to values in the case 
of appropriations by the local authority and of transfers between the authority 
and (a) another authority and (ft) a government department or other public 
body? 

Yes, where the consent of the Secretary of State is required. On any transfer 
it is the practice of the district valuer to invite representations before his 
valuation is intimated. 

15. What procedure is to be followed by the local authority in applying for the 
district valuer’s services in these circumstances? 

If the form (see paragraph 7) cannot conveniently be used, application should 
be made by letter and plans (both in duplicate) to the Chief Valuer, stating 
that the consent of the Secretary of State has been obtained. 

16. What information does the local authority require to give in their appli- 
cation? 

Area; date of acquisition and cost including any reference to the Valuation 
Office report if negotiations conducted by the district valuer; cost of any 
clearances; cost of improvements effected such as roads or other services; 
and any information relevant to value. 

Disposals to private persons 

17. Ate the district valuer’s services available to advise as to values in the case 
of disposals to private persons? 

Yes, where the consent of a Government Department is required to the 
disposal. 

18. What procedure is to be followed by the local authority in applying for the 
district valuer’s services in these cases? 

Application should be made by letter and plans (both in duplicate) to the 
Chief Valuer, stating that the consent of the Secretary of State has been 
obtained. 

19. What information does the local authority require to give in their appli- 
cation to the Chief Valuer? 

Particulars of the planning permission given or to be given for development 
of the land. The cost of roads and any other services pertaining to the land 
should also he given as a capital sum, if these are to be recoverable from the 
purchaser. 

Surface damages 

20. Are the district valuer’s services available in connection with claims for 
surface damages — apart from acquisition? 

Yes, the district valuer’s services are available to negotiate settlement of 
claims for surface damages arising under water and sewerage schemes.^ 
Application in duplicate should be made to the Chief Valuer as in cases of 
acquisition. 
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Leases 

21. Are the district valuer’s services available in determining rents for the 
leasing of land from private persons? 

In short term leases of not more than seven years the district valuer’s certifi- 
cate is not required provided that — 

(a) in the case of land and buildings the rent does not exceed £78 per annum 
exclusive of any sum added for heating, lighting, cleaning, etc. 

(b) in the case of land without buildings the rent does not exceed £26 per 
annum. 

In the exceptions mentioned and in leases of longer duration the district 
valuer’s services are available. 

Minerals 

22. Are the mineral valuer’s services available to advise where mineral support 
is important? 

Yes, the mineral valuer’s services are available to local planning authorities 
in furnishing such advice and to local authorities in negotiating any com- 
pensation payable for mineral sterilisation. 



Comprehensive development areas 

23. Are the district valuer’s services available to local planning authorities in 
furnishing an estimate of the cost of acquisition or appropriation and disposal 
of land within any proposed grant unit? (Appendices A and B to Explanatory 
Memorandum on Grants). 

Yes, for schemes approved in principle by the Secretary of State. 

24. What procedure is to be followed by local planning authorities in applying 
for the district valuer’s services for estimate purposes? 

Application should be made through the Department of Health and should 
be in respect of grant units approved or to be approved by the Secretary of 
State. 

25. What information do local planning authorities require to give in their 
application? 

If appropriate the form with any accompanying schedule together with a 
plan of the whole comprehensive development area should be furnished in 
triplicate; and a map also in triplicate showing — • 

(a) the boundaries of the grant unit; 

(b) the proposed zoning or other uses of the land within the units; 

(c) proposed lay-out of the unit with estimated cost of roads and other 
services ; 

( d ) any property within the unit already owned by the authority. 

26. What does the district valuer’s estimate comprise? 

The estimate includes a figure for each of the separate headings or sub- 
headings, other than No. 3, in Appendix A, for the grant unit as a whole, 
A separate figure for each property is not given. (See 9 above.) 

27. Are the district valuer’s services available for negotiating the compensation 
payable for the acquisition of properties within the grant unit? 

Yes, just as in the case of other acquisitions, appropriations and transfers. 
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appendix 



APPLICATION TO VALUATION OFFICE, 
INLAND REVENUE 



LOCAL AUTHORITY 
SCHEME 



Note: This application should be sent (in duplicate) to the Chief Valuer, 29 St. Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh, 2, accompanied where appropriate by two copies of a plan 
showing boundaries and extents. Only in cases of exceptional urgency should the 
application be sent to the District Valuer direct. 



(1) Brief Description and 
Situation of Property 
(including existing use) 






(2) Area of land 






(3) Name and Address of 
Owner and Agents 






(4) Name of tenant 






(5) Ground Burdens 






(6) Rent (if whole property 
being taken) 






(7) ( a ) Government Department 
concerned 

(b) If the land is to be used 
for purposes under the 
Housing (Scotland) Acts, 
has planning permission 
been obtained? If planning 
permission is not required, 
please state this. 

(c) In other cases — 

(i) Have the Department 
approved of the scheme 
in principle, or 

(ii) If loan sanction only is 
required, have the Depart- 
ment agreed in principle 
to grant loan sanction? 







(8) In cases other than those 
under 7 ( b ) above, haye the 
local planning authority or 
planning committee approved the 
purpose for which the land and/or 
buildings are to be acquired? 
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(9) Have clearances been given 
in regard to minerals, 
agriculture, etc.? 



(10) Is the application for a 
valuation only or for 
negotiation by the 
District Valuer? 



( 1 1) Any other information 



County 

Town 



Clerk 



Date 



Notes 

1. Plans. Plans are not essential in the case of property which has a Street number but are 
necessary in all other cases to show the District Valuer exactly what the local authority seek 
to acquire. 

2. Question 5: Ground Burdens. This information should be given if known or readily 
obtainable. 

3. Question 7: Approval of Government Department , etc. It is important that this infor- 
mation should be supplied as the District Valuer cannot undertake valuations or negoti- 
ations where in the case of housing sites planning permission has not been obtained or in 
other cases Government approval of the acquisition is not required or has not been obtained, 
or where no Government loan sanction is necessary. 

4. Question 9 : Clearances. This question relates to undeveloped land proposed to be used 
for other than housing purposes. Where Departmental approval has been given these 
clearances will normally have been obtained. 

5. Question 11: Other information. Examples of the kind of additional information which 
will be useful are: — 

(a) the price asked by the seller 

(b) the stage which negotiations have reached 

(c) outstanding liability to pay for roads or footpaths 
{d) date when entry is required 

(e) rights, restrictions and servitudes affecting the property 

(f) particulars of planning proposals which may affect future use. 
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